






Although my four oldest
chi ldren could attend Ava Public
Schools, where I lived at the
time, my five-year-old was
considered too young to be
enrolled there. The Mount Tabor
School Board, however, said they
would be glad to have the
additional student (enrollment was
a factor in finanacial allocations
among the county school
districts). This was also a great
benefit to me, personally.

My monthly salary check was
written by Mr. Herrell, but I
would have to take it to Mr. Cox
for his signature before I could
cash it. Mr. Herrell was also the
person I would see if I needed
chalk or other basic schol
supplies. He would see that the
items were ordered and obtained
for me.

Miscellaneous
Remembrances

The school did not have any
recreational or playground
equipment, but the Mount Tabor
students got along well and were
quick to devise games to play.
Besides the standard tag, hide­
and-seek, and steal the bacon
games, they played baseball. The
students used an old board for a
bat, and like many Douglas County
teachers before me, I made them a
baIlout of old socks.

Like all of the one-room
schools, wildlife and other
examples of nature were present in
and around the school yard. One
of God's wild creatures decided to
become part of my lesson one
afternoon. A big black snake
crawled through a hole in the
floor up at the front of the room
one day. After getting everyone's
undivided attention, the snake was
corralled by the older boys and
escorted from the premises.
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A special treat in the rural
schools during those years were
the periodic visits of the Bible
missionaries. These two women
drove a jeep to get to all the
schools and would give the
students a Bible lesson using
Biblical figures made out of felt
cloth and placed on a felt-covered
boa rd to depic t the Bi bIe scene.
They always had little Bible story
books, pencils, and other little
Bible gifts for the children. The
students were always excited and
pleased when they would see the
jeep drive in the school yard.

After Mount Tabor---------
Even though I taught at Mount

Tabor for a single school year,
that job will always be special in
my mind because of the wonderful
Mount Tabor people and because it
launched me on a 27-year career as
an elementary school teacher. The
following year, I moved to Dogwood
School and Cinita Davis Brown
taught at Mount Tabor. I was to
teach one-room schools at Dogwood,
Flat Rock, Hunter, and Frye before
spending 11 years in Kansas
(Sedgwick County and Wichita
Public Schools), and 8 years in
the Ava Public Schools.

I believe that the Mount Tabor
Board and Mr. Dunn were happy with
my work. I would have liked to
have stayed longer at that school
if a number of circumstances
hadn't made it much more favorable
for my family to take the Dogwood
School position.

My mother, Minta Gunnels
Hartley Breedlove, still lived on
the farm that she and my father,
Ira Hartley, had worked for years
on Williams Hollow, just below
Arden. She had a vacant house,
complete with barn and chicken
house on an adjacent piece of land
across County Highway O. She said



if 1 would move there, she would
give me a Jersey co...· for milk and
all the eggs that the family
needed. By this time, my two
oldest daughters "'ere both
married. The three younger
children attended school with me
at Dogwood.

The Dogwood School had a larger
tax base at that time and,
therefore, could pay a higher
salary ($240 per month). Dogwood
was a larger school and I'm told
was the first one-room school in
Missouri to have a hot-lunch
program. Two women came in daily
to cook meals for the children.
these meals typically consisted of
corn, beans, and homemade yeast
buns.

Conclusion

As with Mount Tabor School, I
have vivid memories of all my
years in Douglas County. But
Mount Tabor is especially clear in
my mind because the school
represented the beginning of my
long career in public education--a
livelihood that gave me personal
peace and satisfaction and a means
to raise my family.

Like many of the Society I s
members, I want to record the
locations and events that I
observed and experienced in my
wonderful years in Douglas County.
Now, at the age of 75, my health
wi 11 not allow me to travel
Douglas County roads for any
length or with any regularity.
Therefore, I travel those roads
and visit those places through my
mind. through my mind, I visit
Mount Tabor School and its
children and parents often.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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POST-SCRIPT

I want to take this oP?ortunity
to Thank Mrs. Kiree Hartley Brown,
her son and daughter-in-law, Ken
and Joy, for a most inspiring
article about Mount Tabor School.

Kiree writes with a certain
elegance and distinction, which
most all rural-Schoolmoms always
seem to possess.

I also commend Kiree for taking
advantage of the opportunity to
share with us her story which
might have been lost, but it is
now preserved for future genera­
tions to read.

I challenge any former Rural
School Teacher: Write An Article,
such as this, about your-own
experiences teaching in our remote
areas. Kiree has proved that one
doesn't need hands nor eyes to
write, when an interviewer is
availible, or by using that great
device .... a tape recorder.

Once again, Thank You--Kiree!
Whenever your mind decides to
travel again, drop in on Douglas
county, and send us another article.

Randy

* * * * * • • * * * * ~ • • . . ,

Mail Route #2 was organized on
March 18, 1920. It began at t.he
Ava Post Office and proceeded
down Hunter Creek to Larissa,
across t.he hills to the Black
Oak Flat School, on to J.B.
Hylton's, Pine Park School, back
t.o Basher, Happy Home Church, and
on into Ava. Basher Post Office
was discontinued at this time.
(00. Co. Herald, March, 1920)
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TEACHER'S CONTRACT
Section 10342, R. S. 1939

. ~/ ,. b? --
THIS AGREEMENT. made the....L'.4: _..day oL_..c,,:::"'.I:·~ _ ' 19...2.&, between

A--t . - '::.J .'.'
.c.~.~.:L._~.-:L.: _ , a legally 'qualified public·school teacher, of the first

.. :::::dM::::~; ::ro'::n~:::.t N:~'c:;:::;q~'~'~-"'---'"
WITNESSETH: That the said",_"~,_""""""",,",,..~~::J.L ...._ agrees to teach the

public~l"id District;n< the te,m nL••d:::: ..mnnth•• commcocing nn tbe ~..--..:----: .

~ay of.~. " ~ _._ l~:p, for ~e su~ oL. :..dollars per month, to be paid monthly,
r""""-·'-·, _. '7"~

and that for services properly rendered and reports correctly made, according to law. said Board agrees

to issue warrants upon the _Ca_<i..~..~~L.a:~~ Treasurer in favor of the said

...~.~~ .r~r the amount of wages due under this agreement.

I
I
!

I

This Contract is subscribed to with a full understanding of Sections 10337, 10340. 10342, 10343, 10366,

10367.10368,10429.10433.10615.10625,10626,10627, 10628, 10631, R. S.. 1939.. a I A -

Don~ by order of the Board, this..._.L.):. _._ day OL_.~._::~~~e:.L~:t 19 '-:?...~
. I ..._.~,,~_ ..e::.¥:. ,President.

, , . A ....~:2)::::L ..r,C.e...t.._~,d.l~.l0t<Tmhe'.
~ttest:.~._ ...~~td:L:£C_._.. ,District Clerk.

EXHIBIT "A" -- Mount Tabor Teacher's Contract-19S0-S1
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